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In this story Jesus described a place He
called Hades, which seems to have been the
common abode of the dead. The rich man and
Lazarus were not in the same place, but

they were not far from each other. |t may

be best to say that they were in two areas
of the same place (Hades), one a place of

torments and the other a place of comfort

(the bosom of Abraham).

Hades is something of a waiting place until
the day of final judgment (Revelation

20:11-13). Yet since Jesus’
on the cross, there is no waiting for

finished work

believers who die; they go directly to
heaven, to the presence of the Lord (2
Corinthians 5:6-8). |t is reasonable to
think that when Jesus visited Hades as part
of His redemptive work (Acts 2:24-27, Acts
2:31) and when Jesus preached in Hades (1
Peter 3:18-19), that Jesus set the captives
in Hades free (Ephesians 4:8-9, lIsaiah
61:1). Jesus’
salvation for those |like Lazarus, who in
faith awaited it (Hebrews 11:39-40), and it
also sealed the condemnation of the wicked
and unbelieving.

work and preaching offered

https://enduringword. com/bible-

commentary/ luke-16/
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What implications does this have for Holy
Week?

Christ’ s journey to Hades demonstrates
that he was indeed made |ike us in every
way. Not only did he bear the wrath of God
on our behalf; he endured death, the
separation of his soul from his body. His
body was in Joseph’ s tomb (Luke 23:50 -53),

and his soul was three days in Sheol, “in
the heart of the earth” (Matthew 12:40).

But as Psalm 16 makes clear, Jesus is not
only like us, but different. Jesus’ s body

was buried, like ours, but it did not decay.
Jesus’ s soul went to Hades, |ike the 0ld
Testament saints’ , but wasn’ t abandoned

there. God raised him from the dead,

reunited his soul with a now—glorified body,
so that he is the firstfruits of the
resurrection harvest.

https://www. desiringgod. org/articles/he—
descended—into—hel |
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